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laws of Justinian and the later Emperors of the East.
His followers did not gradually mingle by intermar-
riages with the Greeks, and so infuse, as in other parts
of Europe, new strength and energy into that unwarlike
and effete race. The Emperor was a sovereign elected
by the Venetians and the Franks, governing entirely by
the right of conquest. It was a foreign settlement, a
foreign lord, a foreign feudal system, which never
mingled in the least with the Greeks. The Latins kept
entirely to themselves all honours, all dignities (no
Greek was admitted to office), even all the lands; the
whole country, as it was conquered, was portioned out
as Constantinople had been, into great fiefs between the
Venetians and Franks. This western feudal system so
established throughout the land implied the absolute,
the supreme ownership of the soil by the conquerors.
The condition of the Greeks under the new rule de-
pended on the character of their new masters. In Con-
stantinople the high-born and the wealthy had gladly
accepted the permission to escape with their lives; the
Crusaders had taken possession of such at least of their
gorgeous palaces and splendid establishments as had
escaped the three fires which during the successive
sieges had destroyed so large a part of the city.a When
the Marquis of Montferrat took possession of Thessa-
lonica he turned tho inhabitants out of all the best
houses, and bestowed them on his followers: in other
places they were oppressed with a kind of indifferent
lenity. But they were, in truth, held as a race of serfs;,
over whom the Latins exercised lordship by the right

1 In the conflagration on the night
of the   capture,   caused   by  some

attack of the Greeks, as many house*
were   destroyed,  according to Vile-

Flemings, who   thought  by setting | haxdouin, as would be found in thrst
fire to the houses to keep off the | of the largest cities in France,